
HB 1789 -- Student Travel Hardships

Sponsor:  Schad

This bill changes the laws regarding travel hardships for public
school students by removing the issue of educational harm from
consideration when determining whether it is necessary to change
the boundary line between seven-member school districts when one
district votes for a boundary change and the other district votes
against it and prohibiting a board of arbitration to contain a
current or retired school administrator.  In the provisions
regarding the Commissioner of Education within the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education reassigning a pupil because of
a travel hardship, the bill makes the reassignment mandatory
under certain conditions on minimum distances, adds class size
considerations, and continues the hardship while the student and
any sibling are enrolled at the same attendance center.  If a
parent withdraws a student after receiving a travel hardship, any
subsequent hardship assignment is discretionary rather than
mandatory.
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